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The development of a Natioaal intellectual property Policy and stategy (NIPPS) is a result of the implementation of the

swiss-Ghaaa intellectual ploperty Rights project under Ghana's Trade Policy Reforms under the Trade Sector Support

Program.

The development process saw the formation and inauguration of the National Intellectual Properfy Policy committee

(NrIppC), the NIppC held working sessions, stakeholder meetings with participants from Government Ministries,

Research Institutions, private ,*rt* and trade associations. The Government of Ghana wishes to express its sincerest

appreciation for the contributions of all participants'

special mention goes to the swiss Government for the financial support, the Swiss Federal lnstitute of Iniellectual

property (Ip! (technical partners), the Embassy of switzerland (Ghana), The African Bureau of the wofld Intellectual

property Organizationfoitheirtechnical support andProf. TomOgadaanIP expertforthe technical guidance'

Dawarnoba Baeka

Chief Director
Ministry of Trade and ladustry
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Intellectual property Rights are now intemationally recognized as important tools for the development of econornies' It

covers all aspects of human activity. Governments the world ovef, contend with challenges as they strive to build vibrant

economies which will enable their citizens achieve the best standards of life. It has been proven that an efficient and well

established intellectual property protection system is a catalyst for economic growth especially in the private sector of

econotnies.

Ghana's decision to develop and implement an Intellectual Property Policy is in line with international best practice but

more important$ an indication of her determination not only to achieve a vibrant economy br:t also to ensure

advancements in the fields of innovation, technology and science.

The National Intellectual property policy and strategy identifies the various aspects of IP and provides strategies for the

implementation of a functional and effective Intellectual PropertyProtection system tohe used as a toolforrapidnational

development.

It is expected that ttre implementation of the National Intellectual Property Policy and stategy will ensure the exploitatioa

of intellectual propertarights for the accelerated development and growth of industry, science, technology and the

creative arts in Ghana.

IIon. Marietta Brew APPiah-OPong
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Introduction

The Nationai Inteilecfual Property Policy and Strategy (NIPPS) has been prepared to strengthen the management of the intellcctuai

property system in Ghana and also to encourage innovation and creativity within the system. NIPPS is driven by Ghana's trade policy

prescriptior.s, which aiins to bring Ghana's IPRs system in line with its international commitments under the WTO on TRIPS and

internationai best practices. NIPPS has also been infonned by existing national developrnent policies including the Shared Growh
Development Agenda, the National Cultural Policy, the National Drug Policy, the Private Sector Development Strategy, the Industrial

Policy and the Science and Technology and lnnovation Policy among gthers.

SituationalAnalysis of Intellectual Prcperty (IP) System in Ghana (SWOTAnalysis)

The developmentof theNational IPPolicyand Strategy startedwith the situationanalysis of the IPsysteminGhana. The situation analysis

was based on a Report "camprehmsive background paper on the cunent state of the IP regime in Ghana" prepared and completed in

Aprii 2011 by the Minishy of Trade and Indr"rstry and the Minishy of Justice and Attorney General's Deparhnent; data collected during

ccnsultativeworkshops lbr theNationallntellecrualPropertyPolicy Committee (NIPPC) in December,20l0 andin May,2011 .

TIIE STRENGTHS OFTHE IP SYSTEM IN GIIANA

Current legislations on intellectaal property riglr/s; Bctween 2000 and 2006, Ghana updated its intellectual property legislatron to;

provide forrecognition ofnerv IP rights; review existing IP rights to bring them into compliance with Trade RelatedAspects of Intellectual

Property (TRIPs) and enhance erforcement. This covered tlre following:

a.PatentsAct,2003(Act657);providesproteciionofinvention(aproductorprocess)intheformofPatent orUtilityModel.

b. TrademarksAct,2004 (Act 664); provides a system ofiegistration of trademarks.

c.Industrial DesignsAct,2003 (Att 660);provides registration of industrial designs.

d. Copyright Acto 2005 (Act 690); provides for protection of artistic work, musical work, sound recording, audio-visual, choreographic

work, derivative works and computer so{tware or programs.

e. Geographical Indieations Act, 2003 (Act 659); provides for a system of registration, although protection under the Act is available

regard less of registration..

f. Layout-Designs (Topographies) oflntegrated Circuits Act, 2004 (Act 667); provides for a registration system for layout-designs of
integrated circuits.

g. Proteetion againstUnfairCompetitionAct,2000 (Act589); provides forprotectionagainstunfaircompetition and trade secrets.

International obligutions onlPrights: Ghanahas compliedwithmost of the key intemationalAgreements,Treaties and Protocols related

:{l

1

,'

to intellectual propertv rights. They include - The Paris Convention for the Protection oflndustrial Property; The Berne Convention for the

Fqotection of Literary andArtistic Works; The Convention establishing the-\r!fuild Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO); The Patent

Madrid

ion Treaty (PCT); The WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT);
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Institutional framework for the administration snd munegen ent of IP rights: There
administratiorr of IP in Clrana:

&. The Industrial Properry Oihce - Under the Ministry of Justice and Attoniey

l)eparlrnent. Has responsibility for registering trademarks, patents, industrial

are two instifutions that are irvolved in the

General's Department, Registrar General's

designs, geographical indications and the

layout-desi gns (topographies) of integrated circuits.

b. The Copyright Office - Under the Minishy of Justice and Attorney General's Department. Has responsibilitv for the

administration of copyright and related rights.

Institutional and legul framework for Enforcement of IP rights; Ghana has legislative and institutional framework for the

enforcement oflPrights. The following institurions supports enforcementof Iprights:

a. The Copyright Office -An enforcement unithas been setup in the Copyright Office mannedbypolicemen secondedtothe ot}ce to

handle anti-piracy exercises.

b. Ghana Revenue Authority (GRA) - Through the commissioner of customs, GRA plays a critical role in the enforcement of IP
rights in Ghana. Custom agents may stop shipments at the borders, conduct raids, seize counterfeit or piraled materials and arrest

persons in possession ofinfringing goods.

c. Ghana Police Service (GPS) - supports the copynght office to enforce IP rights. GPS also has powers olprosecution under the

CriminalCode.

d. The Food and Drugs Authority €DA) - is mandated to advise the Minister of Health on measures for the protection of the health

of consumers. FDAparticipates in anti-counterfeiting measures including investigation, testing, raid.s and arrests.

e. The Ghana StandardsAuthority (GSA) - is mandated to ensure thatproducts in the Ghanaian marketmeetsetstandards. The GSA
has officers at the major entry points and ports and is often called upon to test products suspected to be counterfeited.
f. The Ghana Investment Promotion Centre (GfPC) - amongst its functions include registration and keeping records of all
technology-transfer agreements relating to invesffrrents underthe InvestmentPromotion CentreAct.

Wf,AKNESSES OFTHE IPSYSTEM IN GHANA

Inadeqaate legal framework for the protection of intellectual property rights: During the period 2003-2006, Ghala amended and
updated six inteliectual property laws on Patents, Trademarks, Industrial Designs, Geographical Indications, Layout (Topographies)
oflntegrated Circuits and Protection againstUnfair Competition in order to comply with her obligations untlcr the Tp1pS Agreement,
the TRIPS flexibilities were not fully Lncorporated. Below are some issues to be considered in further amendment to the Ip laws:

Lack of IP laws in new and emerging areas: Ghana currently has no law on traditionai knowledge and genetic resources. Secondly, a
draft Bill on plant breeders' rights (plant varieties protection) was first prepared in 2002 but is yet to be passed by parliament. To _.

accede to UPOY Ghana will be required to complete the development 
3f 

the law for plant breeders' rights (plant variety protectiqu).
Ghana, being a member ofARIPO, and a signatory to the Swakopmund Protop.,,oJ.on trad.itional knowledge and genetic resougd will
be required to develop or update its laws and policies before she can ratiff the protocol. The 

lame.is 
with the case of tip.di;gapore

Trcaty on Tradernarks.
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Inodequate institationalfratnework for the administrntion and msnugement of intellectualproper$t rights:A review of the Registrar

General's Departmentandthe CopyrightOffrce identifiedthe follorving challenges:

a. Staffing: Ths staffrng level is inadequate both in terrns of numbers and skills, which has negatively affected the abllity of the two offices

tr: deliver on their mandates effecrivel y.

b. Automatioa of Ip registration processes: inlormation and Comnrunications Technology (ICT) syste[rs have become a critical

requirement for effrcisnt Ip administration and management. whereas in December 2006 wlPo installed the Industrial Properry

Automation System (IpAS) for the trademark registry, a rnanual system is still used in the administration of the other industrial property

rights. Sirailarly. in 20 10 wlpo faciiitated the automaiion of the registration process of the copyright office, the offtce is however yet to be

fuilyautomateri.

c. Strong IP Association: There are weak Associaiions oi IP profe ssionals, inventors and creaiors to provide

between a national IP system and stakeholders, which is criticai.

d. Ip professionals. There is no system of registration ol IP prot-essionals in Ghana, although the Registrar

maintarns a list of frademark ageilts.

e. Autonomous Nationai Intelleetual property office: An important policy issue to be addressed is the continued separation of the

Industriai property unit of the Registrar ceneral's Deparrment and the copyright office. Intemational best practice in IP admlnistration

appears to favouran integrated IP office handling all aspects cfindustrial property and copyrightrnatters.

Low level ofcr€atiyity an{i innovation by business enterptises, universities and research institLrtions

The srtuation aualysis showsd that the 1evel of creativiry and innovation in Ghana is cunently low. This situation is attributed to the

[ollowing challengcs:

a- TheIn<iustryandsMEssub-sectorinGhana:verylor.l, levelofawarenessoflP;highcostofapplyingforandmaintaininglPassets

as weil as commercialization oflp rights; weak lP enforcement mechanisms; and weak legal, institutional and policy framework

for the management of Ip rights by industry. Furlhermore, majority of business enterprises do not have written policies for the

cteation, acquisition, protection and commercialization of IP'

b. Mcstuniversities and R & D institutions do not have written IP policics. Secondiy, the percentage of budgetary allocation to the

creation, acquisition, protection, promotion and commercialization is often quite minimai. Finally, the level of IP awareness in

universities and research institutions is surprisingly very 1ow'

rnadequatepolicy and institutional frameworkfor cornmcrcialization ofintellectual property rights andtechnology transfer

There is inadequate policy and instituhonal framework for technology transfer and commercialization of intellectual property rights.

,,,,:r:.'. 

:'"'

.Wbakinstitutional and legal framervork forEnforcement of IPrights .€il,"-"
ofIP Rights has been identified as the weakest par of in Ghana. Laws goveming enforcement are found in

laws. There are also several agencies involved in and the coordination oftheir activities is a challenge. The

border are not effective enough. are not adequately conversant with IP rules and there are no special

pr.ore,{gl and it engthen enforcement. Situational analysis indicates that the weak IP enforcement

ivating factor for industries to create and commercialize IPiights andforuniversitiesto protecttheir inventions

r'iit:air'r ri r;

the necessary iinkages

General's Depafiment

imeinGhanaisa



L
I

L
I

\"_

L

i_

t

\-_

L-
L*

L

l.-

t_

t'--

u-
\-_

OPPORTUNITIES

A review of existing national development policies provides justifications and opporlunities for the development of the National

Intellectual property policy and Strategy (NIPPS). These policy documents have clearly reoognized the role of intellectual property

rights in the development of the various sub sectors of the economy of Ghana, and highlighted which aspects or elements of the IP

systems need to be developed or strengthen. These documents include

a. Ghana Shared Growth and DevelopmentAgenda (GSGDA) 20 10-20 13

b. NationalCulturalPolicy

c. GhanaNationaiDrugPolicY

d. TheNationalTradePolicy

e. Private SectorDevelopnent Shategy (PSDS lI) 2010-2015

f. GhanalndusfialPolicy

g. Science, Technology and InnovationPolicy

KEY STRATEGIC ISSUES

Based on the review of the shengths, weaknesses and challenges in the IP system in Chana as well as the opporhrnities provided by

various national developmentpolicies, the followingnine strategic issues have been identified:

1. Weaklegalframeworkfortheprotection ofintellectualproperlyrights

2. Weak institutiooal &amework for the administration and management of intellectual property rights

3. Low level ofcreativity and innovation

4. Low level ofIP generation and commercializatiot

5. Weak enforcement of intellecrualpropertyrights

6. LackoflPprofessionals
'l . Low level ofpublic awareness onissues ofintellectualpropertyrights

8. Weak lntellectual Properfy Service industry

I . Lack ofresearch on IP related issues

STRATEGIC DIRECTION

The strategic direction ofNIPPS is expressedthrough itsvision, missionandlong term goal. The vision is for Gkana to be amongstthe

teading countries in the utilization of IP as a tool for rapid national deveiopment. The mission is to contribute towards enhaacing the

competitiveness of Ghana by improving and increasing the use of intellectual properl"v systems. NIPPS long term goal is to exploit

intellectuai properfy rights for accelerated growthin technologioal and industial development in Ghana.



POLICYOBJECTIVES

NIpPS has identified the ibllowing nine (9) strategic poficy objectives which wilt be followed in the next five years;

1 . To strengthen the legal framework for protection of intellectual proper"ty rights'

2. To strengthen the institutional frameworkfor the administration andmanagementoflPrights'

3.TopromotecreativiryandinnovationtoenhancelPgeneratingactivitiesinGhana.

4. To promote and facilitate comme rcial exploitation of IP rights and technology transfer'

5.TostrengthenlegaiandinstitutionalframeworkforenforcementoflPrights'

6. To develop adequate h,man reso,,,cc capaciry in thc administration, protection, cotnmercialization and enforcement of IP rights'

7 . To create public awareness on IP issues for the general public and identifiable groups '

S.TodevelopandpromotelntellectualPropertyServicesindustryinGhana'
9. To promoteresearch on IPrelated issues'

For each ofthese strategic objectives, poiicy prescriptions have been formulated. To achieve the policy prescriptions, a total ofthi$y four

(34) prqects, have been identifiedtobe implemented'

IM?LEMENTATION FRAMEWORK

The implementation of the National Intellectual property policy and Strategy will require several collaborators and hence the need for a

framework for effective coordination and monitoring of the implementation process. An implementation framework consisting of the

fo,ow*rg entities have been designed: Inter-Ministeriat coordinating Group, Steering committee, Project Management unit and the Inter-

Agency Coordination Group (Implementing Agencies)'

fl. Inter-Ministerial coord.irwting Group- This rvill be the highest body in the coordination process and will have ministerial

oversight responsibilities. It will be made up of the Ministry of Justice andAttorney General's Department and Ministry of rrade

and Industry (who will be the co-chair), and other relevant ministries. This group will grve the needed political support to the

implementation of the National Ip policy and Strategy and will engage cabinet on al1 issues related to the said policy and straiegy'

Thegroupwillalsoberesponsibleforresourcemobilizationandallocation.

b. steering commi,ee -Thiscommlttee will report to the Inter-Ministerial coordinating Group The comrrittee will be made up of

members who currenrly form the National Ip poricy committee and a representative from the project management unit' This

committeewillhavedirectresponsibilityforoverseeingtheimplementationofNIPPS.

c, project Management unit - T\tisunrt will serve as a secretariat and will carry out active coordination of all activities being

implementedunderNlpps. Theunitwillbe ledbyaprqect coordinator andwhowill alsobe amemberof the Steering comrnittee'

it. InrerAgency coordinution Group - Allimplr*rrriing agencies will have a focal person or persons' These persons rvill form the

InterAgency coordination Group. Each agency will develop work plans for approval and monitor their implementation of the

,illT.or"*rrting 
Agencieswill consisr of ministries, government ae;ncies, universiries, ::r:Tl 

institutions and other

analogous institutions and trade associations which will be implementing the projects under the National IP policy and strategy'

Thelnter-AgerrcyCoordrrrationGroupwillreporttotheprojectma.nag.einbntunit.I ltv rrltvr-r rSwr

$ibqitoring and Evaluation ,.,,:),,.,: ,

;;il;;;;;;il"" framework for the policv and strategy;wffbe designed and applied for the monitoring and evaluation of
tr rrruru&,ttu6 @e v ' srsuhv^ 

.., |;ti
-,,::::.),'t" 

'
NIPPS. \. \
Resource Mob)lilation

ffifrilffi; *dstrategywillrequire theutilizationofamixofresources.'lr"T:*oit:t'"'i.o:::Tlt:]

;[,ffj:reJffi;,,i;;,,o*";aioffi;;;;n,.o, oton*a, international institutions, bilateral donor agencies and
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I.OINTRODUCTION

The conclusion of theAgreeinenton Trade-RelatedAspects oflntellectual Froperty Rights TRIPS) underthe WorldTrade Crganization

(WTO) in the 90's defined a new trend in international policies toward protecting Intellectual Plopert-v Rights (lPRs). First, the

crlergence o1'new technologies dernands the continuous adaptation of IPRs' instntments. Secondly, the process of econornic

globalization has enabled intellectual property to cross international boundaries more easiiy.

Globalizatjon and tcchnological advancernent are changing the landscapc of the world econom)-. Trade in high value adde<i and

knowledge intcnsive goods and services has become central to many economics including emerging economies such as China and hidia.

Knowledge basedindusffies are bcccming the driver:s ofeconouri-es - drivcnby innovative ideaswhich could be improvedproriucts,new

brands and cr creative expressions. As a result, intellectual propefly rights, the nleans by which these knowledgo based asseis are own€d,

havc bcconrc a corncrslone ofcconomic activity.

Recognizing the opportunities and challenges the cunent trend in IPRs preseff, Chana in its trade poiicy has strategies to bring Ghana's

lPRs system in line with international commitnents under WTO Agreemeni on TRIPS and best practices. (ihana lias prepared this

National IPPolicyand Strategy (NIPPS) to strengthen the managementof IPfu in orderto encourage innovatioir, plomotethetransferof

technology and know-how, enhance productivity and facilitate trade and induskial competitiveness.

This process of developing the NIPPS was started in July 2010, with the establishment of the National Intellectual Propeg' Poiicy

Committee (NIPPC) by the Government of Ghana. The rnandate of NIPPC was to develop the national IP policy and skategy. it had a

wide membership, representing over twenty (20) organizations. To come up with the IP policy end strategy, NIPPC rcceived usefirl

inputs from a comprehensive background paper - the state of intelleclaal property righls sdministrstion, utilization, promotiox and

enforcement in Ghana - which was preparedby a local consultant, commissionedunder the Swiss-Ghanalntellectuai Propeay (SGIF)

project. The SGIP was a technical assistance initiative of the Govemment of Ghana under the Trade Sector Support Program (TSSP)

funded by the Govemment ofthe Swiss Confederation through the Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO).

The preparation of NIPPS also received support from the World Intellectual Property Organization (!f iPO), following a request to

WIPO by the Registrar General's Departmert for assistance in formulating a National IP Policy and Stiategy. WIPO assigned an

international IP expert to guide the NIPPC in preparing the draft national IP policy and strategy"

The intellectual property system is a basic tool for developing and utilizing knowledge-based resources. Ghana has set herself to

improve its IP system to take advantage of this potential. The IP policy and strategy has taken into consideraiion the fuli cycie or

intellectual property which is the creation, utilization, protection, administration, and erforcement ofintellectual prooerty.

This policy document is shuctured in six chapters. Chapter one provides a brief overview of the context under rvhich NIPPS has rreen

developed. Chapter two deais with the situationai analysis ofthe IPregime in Ghana. Afterabrief presentation of the strategic direc-', ,.

in chapter three, detailed policy objectives and strategies are presented in chapter four. Chapter five gives tl, e action plans and descriires

each ofthe thirty four (34) projects envisaged to be undertaken during the plan period to realize the policy objectives. Chapter six deais

with implementation framework and looks at the issues,of institutional arrangemert and coordination, resource mobiiizations aiii
monitoring and evaluation.
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2.0 SITUATTONAL (SWOT) ANALYSTS OF TNTELLECTUAL pROpERTy (rp) SYSTEM rN GHANA

2.1. Intraduction

The developrnent of the National IP Policy and Strategy starled wrth the assessment of the current IP situation in Ghana. The situation

analysis was based on a Report "comprehensive background paper on the cu-reot state of the IP regrme in Ghana" prepared inApril 2011

by the Ministry of Trade and Industry and the Ministry of Justice and Attorney General's Deparhxent through the support of the

Govemment of the Swiss Confederation (the Swiss State Secretariat for EconomicAffars - SECO), under the Swiss-Ghana Intellectual

Property (SGIP) pmject. This was compiemented by data collected during a consultative workshop for the National Intellectual Property

Policy Committee (NIPPC) which took place in December, 2010 as weil as a report prepared by the NIPPC clunng a two day working
sessioninMay, l4-l5.20ll.Thesituationanalysisispresentedinthissectionunderthefollowingfourheaclings:

l. The strengths ofthe IP system ofGhana

2. The weaknesses. threats and challenges currently experienced

3. The oppo(unities - Iinking the IP strategy with the national development

agenda

4. The key strategic issues arising from the situation analysis

2.2 The strengths of the IP system in Ghans

2.2.1. Current legislations on inlellectual property rights

Between 2000 and 2006, Ghana updated its intellectual property legislation to; provide for recognitron of new IP rights by reviewing

existing IPrights to bring them inlo compliancewithTrade RelatedAspects of Intellectual Property (TRIPs) and enhance enforcement, as

briefly described here below:

a. Patents Act, 2003 (Act 657) provides protection of an invention (a product or process) if it is new, involves an inventive step and is

indushially applicable. Protection for smaller inventions is provided for under the Act by means of Utility Model Certificates. An

invention qualifies for a utrlity model certificate if it is new and industrially applicable. The Act provides for a term of protection of 20

years forpatents and seven years for utilitymodels. The PatentAct 2003 replacedthe PatentLaw (1992). The newAct redefined the scope

of protection and what is considered patentable subject matter and was intended to bring Ghana in compliance with the Agreement on

TradeRelatedAspects oflntellectual Properly administeredby theWorldTrade Organization (WTO).

b. Trademarks Ac! 2004 (Act 664) provides for a system ofregisffation oftrademarks and a term ofprotection of I 0 years renewable for

consecutive ten-year periods.

c.Industrial DesignsAct, 2003 (Act 660) provides registration of industial

coveredunderthis law.
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d. Copyright Act, 2005 (Act 690) provides for protection of artistic work, musical work, sound recording, audio-visual, choreographic

work, derivative works and computer software or Programs. The Act provides for both economic and moral rights of authors. The

duration of copyright is the life of the author pius 70 years. The Copyright Act (2005) replaced the Copyright Law of 1985. The

purpose of the new iaw was to bring Ghanaian Copyright law into conformity with the Ghanaian Constitution, to help shengthen

protection of copyrighrs and related rights in Ghana and to bring Ghana into compliauce with international obligations. It also

extended the terms ofprotection from 50 to 70 years,

e. Geographical lndications Acto 2003 (Act 659) provides for a system of regiskation, although protection under the Act is available

regardless of registration. Nevertheless, registration creates the presumption that the indication is a GI under the Act and interested

parties are encouraged to register.

f. Layout-Designs (Topographies) of Integrated Circuits Act, 2004 {Art 667) provides for a registration system and a ten-year

period ofprotection for layout-designs of integrated circuits.

g.ProtectionagainstUnfairCompetitionAct,2000(Act589)providesforprotectionagainst unfaircompetitionandtradesecrets.

2.2.2. Ghsna's international obligations on IP rights

Currently Ghana has complied with the following key intemational Agreements, Treaties and Protocols related to intellectual property

rights:

tr
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b.

Ehe Faris Cosvention for the Frotection aflndustrial Property: This is the first international treaty on intellectual property

arrd rvas signed on 20 March 1883 and came into force on 7 July I 884. The Paris Convention came into force in Chana on 28

Septernber I 976.

The Berne Convention for tha protection cf Literary and Artistic Works. The Berne Convention, which was adopted o[ 9

September i gg6, requires signatories to recognize the copyright of works of'authors fi'om other signatory states in the same way

as it recognizes the capyright of its own nationals. The convention also requires mernbcr states to provide strong minimum

standar<ls for cop;.,sigli1 law. tlnder the Berne Convention, copydght protection rnust be automatic. Ghana acceded to the Beme

Conventioncn 11 Juiy 1991.

The C$nventiun establishing the World lntellectual Property Organization (wIPo). The WIPo Convention was signed on

l4 Juty i 967 a:rdr entered into tbrce cln 26 April 1970. Chana acceged to the WIPO Conve ntion on l2 March 1976 and it came into

force on 12.lune 1976.

ThepatentCooperationTreatyi?CT). TiiePCTwasadoptedinJunelgT0andcameintoforcson24Januaryl9T8.ThePCT

system'became operarional on I June 1978. The Treaty provides a unified procedure for filing patent applications to protect

irrve,tisns in each of its ccnrracting sl.ates. Chana accecled io the PCT on .]6 November 1996 and it came into frlrce three months

later.

Tlre trvIpO Cupyright Treat-v flVCT). The WCT was adopted in 1996 and came into force on 6 March 2A02' The WCT is a

special agreeruentulderthc Berne Clonventionwhich provides ad<litiortal protections forcomputerprograms anddatabases' This

expansion wes deerued necessary due to arlvances in inf'ormation technology. The WCT came into force in Ghana on 18

November2006.

Ilague Agreemsnt (iE the trnternational Dep*sit of Industrial Designs. The Haguc Agreement was adopted on 6 November

1925 and came into fbrce on I .lune i92g. This WIpO administeredAgreementprovides amechanism forregistering an industrial

rlesig* in several countries Lry ireans cf a sirgle application, {ited in one language, with one set of fees. Ghana acceded to fte

Hague Agreement on 1 6 June 2008.

&Iadrid System on lnternationai Registration of l\Iarks The Madriri Protocol was aciopted on 27 June 1989 and came into

f,orce on 1 December i995. The lvlaiirid systeni (cornprising the l!4adrirl Agreement and the Madrid Protocol) provices a

f,rzrmervork for lacilitating tiie registration of trademarks in multiple jurisrlictions around the world. Regiskation through the

Maeirid system does not create an 'inteinational' registration. [nsteacl it creates a bundle of national rights, which are able to be

administered centrally. The il.,Iildrid system is a&niniste red by wIPo. The Madrid Protocol entered into force in Ghana on 16

Septeiaber2008.

h. The Lusaka Agreerncut. The Lusaka Agroement lvas adopted on 9 l)ecember 19?6 and camc into force on i 5 February 1978'

The Agreement esiablished thr: African Regional Intellectual Property Organization (ARIPO)' The Lusaka Agreement came

intoforcein Ghanaon i 5 February 1978.

d.
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2,2.i.Institutionalframeworkfor the atlministration and managemenloflPrights in Ghana

The administration of IP in Ghana is the responsibility of the Registrar General's Department and the Copyright Office, which are under

the Ministry of Justice andAttorney General's Deparhrent. Aunit in the Registrar General's Department handles the industrial property

aspects of IP whereas the Copyright Office handles copyright issues. In addition, there are other institutions that support the two offices

in the administration of IP. These include the Crops Services Directorate of the Ministry of Food andAgriculture, the Ghana Revenue

Authority (Customs Division), the Food and Drugs Authority, the Ghana Police Sewice, the Ghana Standards Authority (GSA) and the

Ghana Investment Promotion Centre. These arebriefly discussed below:

a. The Industrial Properfy Office - The Regisffar General's Deparffnent (RGD) was established as a depaftment within the Ministry of

Justice by the Civil Service Regulations 1961 (L.I 1 39). The department's mandate, among others, is to administer a number of laws

relating to the registration ofbusinesses, marriages, industrial property rights and administration ofestates. The Industrial Propetty

Office (IPO) is a unit under the Registrar General's Department and has responsibility for registering fi"ademarks, patents, industrial

designs, geographical indicationsandthe layout-designs (topographies) ofintegratedcircuits.

b. The Copyright Office - was first established under the Copyright Law, 1985 (PNDCL 110), The provisions on the Copyright Office

(CO) were re-enacted under the Copyright Act, 2005 (Act 690), The Copyright Offtce, which is a separate office under the Ministry of

Justice and Attomey General Departrnent, has responsibility for the administration of copyright and related rights. The Copyright Act

mandates the Offrce, among others, to implement copyright and related 1aws, investigate and redress cases of infringem*nt of copyright

and settle disputes of copyright. The Offrcehas established anti-piracy committees andconductsadhocraids withtheco-operationofthe

GhanaPolice Service and Customs Division ofthe Ghana Revenue Authority. With thepassing ofthe CopyrightAct 2005,Act 690 there

is now a Monitoring Team tasked to handle enforcement issues. An enforcement unit has been set up in the Copyright Offrce manned by

policemen seconded to the office to handleAnti-piracy exercises.



c. The Crops Services Directorate under the Ministry of Food andAgriculture - has the responsibility for variety releases'

d. Ghana ReyenueAuthority (customs Division) - plays a critical role in the enforcement of IP rights in Ghana' The commissioner of

customs has a role to play in issues relating to counterfeiting and piracy at the borders and ports' This is because customs is mandated to

protect public health and security by enforcing import and export prohibitions and restrictions. custom agents may stop shipments at the

borders, conductraids, seize counterfeit orpirated materials and arrestpersons in possession ofinfringing goods'

e. chana police service (Gps) - while not having a direct mandate for enforcement of IP rights. does so in collaboration with the

Copyright Otrrce. The Ghana Police Service also has powers ofprosecution rmder the Criminal Code'

f. TheFoodandDrugsAuthoriry gDA) -operatesundertheMinistryofHealthundertheFood andDrugsAct (1992)andis mandatedto

advise the Minister of Health on measures for the protection of the health of consumers, and in co-operation with ihe Ghana Standards

Authority, ensure adequate and effective standards for food and drugs in relation to safety, quality and efficacy, FDAparticipates in anti-

counterfeiting measures including investigation, testing, raids and arrests'

g. The Ghana standardsAuthority (GSA) - is mandatedto ensure that products released into the Ghanaian market meet the standards set

by govemment. It has no mandate to {ight counterfeiting and piracy and only indirectly gets involved when it is requested to test a product

to ascertainwhether it meets the required standard. The GSAhas representatives at the major entry points andports and is often called upon

by IpRowners totestproducts suspected tobe counterfeited. The GSAkeeps a database ofproducts andgoods tested and approved'

h. The Ghana rnvestment promotion centre (GIPC) - The Ghana Investmeni Promoiion centre (GIPC) is a government agency, re-

established utrder the Ghana Investment promotion cenheAct, 1994 (Act 478): To encourage, promote and facilitate investments in all

sectors oftheeconomy except miningandpetroleum.Amongstits objectives and firnctions includes registrationandkeepingrecords ofall

technology-transfer agreements relating to inveshnents under this Act. The law stipulates the level of royalty payable and that techlology

transfer agreement must include a training and capacity building component'
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2.2,4. Institutional und legal framework for Eruforcement of IP rights

The enforcement of IP rights ia Ghana takes the fonn of mainly civil remedies obtained through a court action. The High Court Civil
Procedure Rules provide that intellectual property cases may be heard in the Commercial Courts to ensure expeditious trials. Under

Order 63 (4) of the High Court Civil Procedure Rules 2004 Cl47 ,the holder of an IPright may apply to the court for an order to seize

and detain goods which are alleged to or actually infringe the property rights of the IPR holder. The Customs Division of the Ghana

Revenue Authority may apply for an order to prevent such goods tom entering into the channels of trade. Some aspects of
counterfeiting and trademark infringement may also attract criminal sanction.

2.3. Weaknesses and Challenges currently facing the IP system in Ghana

2.3.1, Inadeqaate legalframeworkfor the protection af intellectual property rights

Gaps in existinglPlaws

Between 2003 and 2006, Ghana amended and updated six intellectual properfy laws on Patents, Trademarks, Industrial Designs,

Geographical lndications, Layout (Topographies) of Integrated Circuits and Protection against Unfair Competition to comply with
her obligations under the TRIPS Agreement. During the said amendment of the tP laws, the TRIPS flexibilities were not fully
incorporated, Below are some issues to be considered in further amendment to the IP laws:

Patents: To fully incorporate the safeguards and TRIPS flexibilities to encourage innovation and creativity. Protect public
interest and health including paraliel imports, limiting exceptions to exclusive rights (Bolar Exception), compulsory
licensing, Govemment non-commercial use andprotection of data

Industrial Designs: To fully incorporate the TRIPS flexibilities and include a definition of industrial design regarding tlree
dimensional designs as well as special heatment oftextiles. Include a new subsection containing special provisions relating
to the international registration of designs under the HagueAgreement

Geographical Indications: To fully incorporate TRIPS flexibilities and include a section to cover handicrafts. Although
enacted in 2003, to date no Gl has been registered in Ghana

Layout (topographies) and Integrdtedlircuits: To fully incorporate TRIPS flexibilities.

Protection Against unfair competition : law in line with current developrrents andbest practices.

b.

c.

d.

e,



LackoflPlaws in new andemerging areas

Ghana currently has no 1aw on traditional knowledge and genetic resources. Secondly, a draft Bill on plant breeders' rights (plant varieties

protection) was firstprepared in 2002 but is yet tobepassedby Parliament.

To accede to trpov and the Arusha protocol for the protection of Piant varieties, Ghana will be required to complete the development of

the law for plant breeders' rights (plant variefy protection). Ghana, being a member of ARIPO, and a signatory to the Swakopmund

protocol on traditional knowledge and genetic resowces and Arusha Protocol on Plant varieties Protection will ratify the protocols once

therelevantlaws are deveioped/updated. The same iswiththecase ofthe SingaporeTreaty onTrademarks.

2,3.2. Weak institutionalframeworklor the sdministrution and munqgement of intellectual property righx

Areview oftheRegistrarCeneral's Department and the Copyright Office identifiedthe following challenges:

a- staffing: The staffing 1evel is inadequate both in terms of numbers and skills, which has negatively affected the ability of the two offices

to deliver on their mandates effectively. The RGD has only ten (10) hademark examiners and two (2) industrial design examiners. There

are no examiners lbr patents, utility model and Geographical Indication (GI). Furthermore, the legal staff of the Registrar General's

Department and coplright oflice, being staffof the Minisfy of Justice and Attorney General's Deparhnent, may, as has happened in the

past, be assigned to other departments within the Ministry, even after they have atterded Programs to acquire additionai skills in IP'

Similarly the Copyight Office is also understaffed.

b. Automation of Ip registration processes: Information and communications Technology (Icr) systems have become a critical

requirement for efficient IP

administration and management. These systems facilitate effective and effrcient access to a wide variety of information on IP as well as to

the on-line patent databases and libraries ofwlpo and major patent ofiices or intellectual property offices. In this as in other areas, there is

a significant gap in the capacity of the Registrar General's Department and the Copyright office. whereas in December 2006 wIPo

installedthelndustrialpropertyAubomation System (IPAS) forthetrademarkregistry amanual systemis still used in the administrationof

the other industrial properly rights. with respect to copyrightright, in 2010 wIPO facilitatedthe automation of the regrstration process of

&e Copyright Office, the offrce is however yet to be fully automated'

c. strongrpAssociafion: There areweakAssociations oflPprofessions, inventors andcreators toprovide thenecessary linkagesbetween

anational IPsystemand stakeholders, which is critical'

d. IP Professionals: There is no system ofregistration ofIP professionals in ra, although the Registrar General's Deparffnenl

.,maintains a list ofTrademarkAgents.
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e. Autonomous National Intellectual Property Office:An important policy issue to be addressed is the continued separation of tle
Industrial Property Unit ofthe Registrar General's Department and the Copyright Offrce. Interaationalbestpractice in IP administration
appears to favour an integrated IP ofiice handling all aspects of industrial properfy and copyright matters. The shortcomings in IP
administrationwouldbeovercomeparticularly if integration is accompaniedby some ievei offirancial autonomy.

2.i.3, Low level of ueativity und innovation by business enterprises, universities and resesrch institations

Creativity and innovation are key components to fre development of Ghana. It is imporlant fbr enhancing competitiveness of tire
econonry. The need for promoting creativity and innovation in Ghana has been repeatedly mentioned in several policy documents. The

sihntion analysis showed that the level of creafivity and innovation in Ghana is cunently low. This situation is attributed to the

following challcngcs:

Challenges facing trusiness enterprises in Ghana

a. Lack of awareness: There is geoerally very low level of awareness of IP in industry Small and Medium Scale Ettelprises (SMEs),

the informal sectors and govemment institutions and departments that support indusfry.

b. High Costs: ln the formal sector, where awareness of IP tends to be better, the key challenge is the high cast of applyrng for and

maintaining IP assets against the general belief that IP enforcement mechanisms are weak or non-existent. High cost of
commsrcialization,particularly thatofpatents is amongthe reasons assignedto lowutilizationof'IPassets.

c. Weak IP Portfolio: Most companies do not identifu IP assets among their portfolio and so do not enter them in the assets register.

Furthermore. there is a general lack of appreciation for the utilization of IP protection agreements as well as nondisclosure agreements.
The existing capacity in legal and technical advice for drafting patent claims and license or franchising agreements appears to be
limited. Furthermore, businesses hardly make use of such legal and technical advice where they exist becatse of factors such as lack of
institutional IPpolicies and lack of capacity on how to leverage on IP assets to make their businesses competitive.

d. IP Policies and commercialization: Majority of business enterprises do not have writien policies for the creation, acquisition,
protection and commercialization of IP. This is due to inadequate awareness of the benefit of owning and commercializing IP assets as

weli as the lack of incentives forbusinesses to undertake research and development acfivities. Ii is also viewed that the cost of acquiring
IP assets from others may be prohibitive. Generally, businesses are also of the view that the public sector could play a more significant
role in promoting the commercialization of IP assets tkough, for instance, the use of incubators. Similarly, it is felt that private sector
institutions including business associations could be brought into the main stream to facilitate the cornmercializatioa of IP rights. The
seemingly ineffective methods of enforcing IP rights are also considered to be a significant draw back, Companies hardly keep an
inventory of their intellectual property assets and do not.take any steps to value them. This is due to the belief that there is hardly
sufficient expertise in the valuation of IP assets.
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e. l'echnical support: over the years, the Ip offlces on their own and in collaboration with regional and international organizations have

mounted technical support progiams for the business sector. lt would appear that these ixterventions have not had sufftcient penetration to

positively impact the business contmunity.

f. Ip Information: There is insufficient information on the sources of IP utilized by the business comru.rnity. Similarly, information on the

market sources for Ip is scanty. However, anecdotal evidence seems to suggest that there is a greater reliance on foreign sotrces ofIP than

local sources.

Challenges facing universities and R&D institutions

a. Ip policies: Most R & D institutions do not have written IP policies. However, some research institrttions provide for IP nghts in

employee contracts as one of the criteria for prornotion. In most instances, contracts relating to licensing agreemeots and agreements with

research collaborators make prc,visioir for IP rights, but these are not backed by institutional policies'

b. Budget for Ip development: The percentage of budgetary allocation to the creation, acquisition, protection, prornotion and

commercialization is often quite minimai. ln 2008, Ghana spent 0.3 % of the GDP on research and development. This is much lower than

the l%adopted by the African Union in 2006. There are no special frmcis for innovation and IP creation, joint prqects behveen academia

and indusky, protection of IP rights and support for comrnercialization.

c. Ip Awareness: The ievel of Ip awareness in universities and research institutions is surprisingly very lorv. A small group. of them,

particularly the faculties of 1aw are aware of Ip laws and regulations because they have been involved in the process of designing them'

i,ot.otlutgf*rators oflpincludingfaculties of science andtechnology and engineeringhave littleorno awareness of same'

2. j.4. Inadequate policy and institutional framework for commerciulization of intelleclual propefi rights and technology lransfer

Technology transfer and commercialization of intellectual property rights are the means by which the results of research and development

. aswellascreativifyandinnovationscanbetransformedintoproducts,servicesandnewbusinesses.creativity,inventionsandinnovations
arenot ofany use ifthey cannotbe used for economic gains ofthe creators and inventors and ifthey cannot lead to economic development

of the country. Commercialization of Ip and technology transfer makes this possible, but requires suitable policy incentives, support

infrastructure and special skills, which are currently noiudrquot.. This situation has resulted into low level of commercialization of IP in

Ghana.

2.3.5. lleak institutional anil legal framework for Enforcement of IP rights

Enforcement of intellectual p.op""rty ,lgt ts is very important. IP rights are only useful if the right owners are able to enforce their nghts'

This is done through the courts with the collaboration of the law enforcement agencies. Enforcement of intellectuai properly rights should

be swift, afflordable and judicious. This wouldrequire effective coordination and collaboration ofthe activities ofthe agencies involved'

2.3,6, Lack of a systemfor regulation and certiJication of IP professionals

currently there is no system if registration of Ip professionais in Ghana. There are no patent agents in Ghana although some persons with

scientific or technological backgrounds mostly working for research institutions ha.ve been known to provide some advice on preparation

t application documents. Some 1aw flrms provide representation to companies and individuals seeking to register or maintain their
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2.1.1. Ghana Shared Growth and Development Agenda (GSGDA) 2010-2013

The overarching economic development goal of the Ghana Shared Growth Deve lopmentAgenda, GSGDAI (2010-2013), which has

since been replaced by GSGDA II (2014-2017). GSGDA, was to place thc economy on a path of higher economic growth in order to

attain apcr capita income of at least US$3,000 by 2020 while also achieving the Millennium Development Goals by 2015. This policy

docilment is anchored on seven (7) thematic areas which are:

1. Ensuring and sustaining macroeconomic stabilif
2. Enhancing competitiveness of Ghana's private sector

3 . Accelerated agriculfural modemization and sustainable natural resource management

4. Oil and gas developrnent

5. Infrastructure,energyandhumansettlementsdevelopment

6. Humandeveloprnent,productivityandemployment

7 . Transparent and accountable govefitance

The GSGDA doc.ument identifies key focus areas and policy objectives under each thematic area, some ofwhich have lP implications,

as il lustrated here below;

Thematic area: Enhancing competitiveness in Ghana's Private Sector

This themaric area focuses on: private sector development; development of micro, small and medium enterprises; acceierated

industrial development; prompting the creative industry for economic development; and development of the tourism industry for jobs
creation and revenue generation. Intellectual property is important in the realization of the policy objectives identifled under these

locus areas.

Thematic area: Accelerated agricultural modernization and natural resource management
The key focus area under this thematic area is accelerated modemization of agriculture. T'he policy objectives are; to irnprove
agricultural productivity and to promote selected crop development for food securiry, export and industry. To achieve the
aforementioned objectives will require the improvement in science and technology application, the promotion of seed deveiopment
and thedevelopmentofstaple andhofticulture crop development. Thesewillrequire several lPcomponents

Themafic area: Infrastructure and human settlements

There are two key focus areas under this thematic area, These are Science, technology and innovation to support productivity; and
information communication and technology development. The policy objective of the former is to promote the application of science,
technology and innovation in all sectors of the economy. The policy obiectives of the latter are; to promote rapid deveiopment and
deployment of national ICT infiastructwc, sffengthen the institutional and regulatory framework for managing ICT sector, and to
promote the use of ICT in ali sectors ofthe economy. In all ttrese, intellectual property assets will be required.



2.4.2. National Cullural PolicY

The GhatraNational Cultural policy of 2004 requlres the Government of Ghana to promote theArts by: enhancing the status of artists and

artistes; identifying, developing and rewarding creative talents; and making artistic products contribute to wealth creation both for creative

indil,iduals and the nation as a whole. The policy mandates the Government to enact and review legislation to: protect all culiural assets;

protect the rights ofindigenous owners ofcultural heritage; and to vest in itselfownership, protection and preservation rights ofrare and

moaurnental heritage objects. Significantly the policy document states that the State "shall promote the enactment of le gislation to patent

andprotectplanis, knowiedgeofcure andtechniques oftraditionalmedicine ofGhana"'

2.4.3. Ghana Nutional Drug PolicY

The GhanaNational Drug policy of 2004, revised after the first edition of 1999, highlights concems aboutthe major rmpact of the TRIPS

agreement on Ghanaian s access to drugs and public heal th and has directed that:

a. legislations and reguiations developed maintain a balance between the rrinimum standard of intellectual property rights protection and

thepublic health good;

b. in implementing regulations relatod to ip rights, the Goverament shall take advantage of ali the safeguards within the TRIPS Agreement

for the promotion ofpublic health and ensuring access to pharmaceuticals ;

c. Ministry of Health shall aclively collaborate with other relevant ministries and agencies in the area of intellectual property rights to

develop a consistent legal framework that enhances access to essential drugs;

d. parallei importation and use of compulsory licensing are permitted to promote competition and access to drugs to safeguard public

health;

2,4.4. The National Trade PolicY

The National Trade policy of 2006 outlines the following policy prescription with respect to intellectual properly rights - Provide effective

laws to protect intellectual poperty rights and a coordination mechanism to eflsure effective administration of coplT ight and industrial

property rights, design and implement a Program of awareness and education on IP rights and Promote the use of IP information including

those in public domain by industry, agriculture, academiaandresearch institutions. The envisaged key outputs oftheNational rrade Policy

ilre:

u--
iil
t:

a.

b.

Intellectual property offices fu 1ly operational,

Legislation in all areas oftheTRIPS Agreementfully operational,updated and completed,

An efiicient automatedlndustdalPrcpertyManagement System and anEleqffonic copyrightRegistu inplace,

Public awareness creationandunderstanding oflntellectual Property iA,cr6ased,

Progressive and sustained elimination of couoterfeited/pirated themarketplace,

Judiciary continuously sensitized on Intellectual
e.

f.



t-_

\-

t,

\.-:

:

'- #

2.4.5. Private Sector Development Strfiegy (PSDS ID 201A-2015

The objective of the PSDS II is to develop a private sector that will create jobs and enhance livelihoods for all Ghanaians. A thriving

private sector will help Ghana to progress faster to achieve a middle income status, create grcatff opportirnity for enhepreneruship and

secure well paid formal employment. Athriving private sector is also expected to create competitive and efficient markets fff goods and

services offering greater choice for all including the poor.

2. 4, 6. G hana Industial Policy

The purpose ofthe Industrial Policy, 2010 is "to promote ilcreased competitiveness and enhanced industrial production, with increased

employment and prosperity for al1 Ghanaians" through;

a. expansion ofproductive employment inthe manufacturing sector

b. expansion oftechnological capacity in the manufacturing sector,

c. promotion ofagro-based indushial development and

d. promotion of spatial dishibution ofindushies in orderto achieve reduction in

poverty and incor-ne inequalities.

The policy, which has technology and development as one of its three component$, recommends to put in place adequate and appropriate

legislations for intellectual property rights and stimulate innovation and technology development in Ghana. The policy prescribes that

the Government provide effective rules to protect intellectual property rights and a coordination mechanism tc ensure effective

administration of suchrights, andthattheGovernmentpromote s awareness oflPand educationonlntellectuaiPropertyRights.

2.4.7. Science, Tbchnology and Innovation Policy

The principal thrust of the National Science, Technology and Innovation Policy of Ghana, 20 I 0, is that it pervades all sectors of the

economy. The STI policy strives to integrate science and technology into the national deveiopment process siace it is the driver to the

achievementofsectoral goals, objectives andPrograms. The sectionhasbriefly outlined STlobjective foreach ofthe sectors.

a. Agriculture- to strengthenthedevelopment, applicationandtransferofagro-basedtechnologies forsustainabie agriculture, food
security, diversification ofthe economy and industrial groMh through value addition.

b. Health - to support activities and programs aimed at improving the quality of health of tle citizenry; facilitate the sustainable

exploitation ofindigenous natural resources and knowledge for addressing health challcnges; and to educate, frain and retain

healthprofessionals.

c. Education - to orient all levels of the countrylsrducational system to the teaching and leaming of science and technology in order

to produce a critical mass of scientists for nati'oaal development and accelerate the acculturation of science and technology in
society.

d. Energy - to ensure the supply ofsustainable, affordable, iable energy for domestic and industrial use.

e. Industry - to increase the national capacity for industrial productitiii and promote science and tec

enhance industrial productivify and value-addition.

\1



Trade - tc promote STI appiications in commercial activities to ensure quality, reliability and efficiency in the delivery ofgoods and

services in conformity with appropriate locai and international standards.

Environment - to promote the use of STI to maintain ard enhance quality and sustainability of the environment and to integrate

environmental concerns in ali development policies.

Natlral Resources - to promote the application of STI that would facilitate conservation and sustainable utilization and

management ofnatural resources (land, water, minerals, oil, gas, wildlife etc.) in support ofnational development.

trnform*tien and Communication Technology - the sector's objective is to promote the use of STI to ensure that modern ICT are

available and utilized at all 1evels ofsociety. Ghana recognizes the devastating effects ofcounterfeits and piracy on its population

aad economy. Ghana's own industries, such as traditional texti{es, herbal medicines and music production have been severely

aflected by counierfeiting and pirac,v. it is e stimated that the counky experiences upwards of U S$ 200 million a year in lost revenue

due to the sale ofinfiinging goods thatundermines legitimate commerce.

Building and Construction - to develop the STI capacity to support the buiiding and construction sector, including the

development oflocal raw materials and equipment and to encourage their use.

The STI policy reccgnizes the role of iP in STI and states that government will encourage and promote science and technology

development through &e profection and use of IP rights. This will be achieved through strengthening the system for the protection of IP

riChtE.

*5,&aySaWgielrsrct' ..

."ti*e*otthersyrewofttpsr.[figlk#f,rqq*q€ryEaadchallerqnintti+I?sy$teminGhanaaewetlastheofuxredfthsprovi#,byvarious.,

*ng3flk s&*eeiui*${E0,hflehs.{rde{iifisd:

... ai

1 . Weak lqelAanrqo* for the protection of ittellectual property rights.

2. Weakinstitutional&ameworkfortheadminishationandmanagemenlofintellectualproperfyrights.

3. Low level ofcreativity and innovation.

4. Low level ofIP generation and commercialization

5. Weak enforcement of intellectual propelry rights.

6. LackofiPprofessionals.
'l - Low level ofpublic awareness on issues of intellectual property rights,

8. Weak Intellectual Property Service indusfiy.

9. Lack ofresearch on IPrelated issues.

C
b.
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3.0. STRATEGIC DIRECTION

3.1. Introduction

Ghana's broad national vision is to realize a middle-income status of an advanced human society with abetterquality of life reflected
in all aspects of socioeconomic and environmental conditions. This National Inteliechral Properfy Policy and Strategy hopes to
contribute towards the realization of Ghana's development agenda.

3.2. Vision, Mission and GoaI

Thevision, missioq goal and strategic objectives ofNIPPS arebutlinedbelow:
Yision: To be amongst the leading countries in the utilization of Intellectual Property as a tool for rapid national developmeat
Mission: To create the necessary awareness and promote the use of IP by all relevant stakehoiders in the mosi professionai marxret
towards enhancing the cornpetitiveness ofGhana in the use of IP for Development

3.3. Short-term, medium-term and Iong-term goals

The goals oftheNIPPS are indicated below

Short-term: Establish a functional and sustainable Intellectual Property System in Ghana
Medium-term: Inteilectual property tobe a catalyst for creativity, irmovation andtechnological deveiopment in Ghana
Long-term: Exploit intellectualproperfyfor accelerated growth intechnological and industrial deveiopmentiuGharra

3.4. Strategic Objectives

NIPPS has identifiedthe followingnine (9) strategicobjectives tobe followedinthe nextfiveyears;

a. To strengthen the legal llamework for protection of inrellectual property rights.
b' To strengthen the institutional framework for adminishation and management of intellectual property rights in Ghana
c. To promote creativity and innovation to enhance Ip generating activifies in Ghana.
d' To promote and facilitate commercial exploitation ofintellectual propertyrights andtechnologykansfer"
e. To strengthen iegal and institutional framework for enforcement of intellectual property rights.
f' To develop adequate human resource capacrty for the administration, protection, commercialization and enforcement ofIP rights.
g. To create public awareness on IP issues for the general public and relevant groups.
h. To develop andpromote Intellectual Property Services industry in Ghana.

I. To promote research on IP related issues.

t-_
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4.0. POLICY OBJECTIVES AND PRESCRIPTIONS

4.1. Strengthen legal framewark for proteclion of intellectual properg rights

Issue:

Legal fiamework fortheprotectionofintellectualproper"ryrightsis madeup ofinstruments suchas laws,regulations and directives.ltre IP

instruments should have the following three characteristics: balance, coherence and flexibility. Balance refers to *re IP characteristic

whichensures thatincentiveto innovateisbalancedagainst abilityto follow-oninnovationsto accessknowledge. The coherence character

easures that the instrument is clear and consistent and also ensures trust il the IP system. The flexible characterrefers to the ability of the

irstrument to respond to changing economic environment and the needs ofright holders and users. To attain the aforementioned character

of the IP instruments, the revision of existing IP laws as well as the development of new laws are required to mest minimum standards under

the Agreement ol Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TNPS) and to take into consideration the specific needs of the

country and intemationa I best practi ces.

Policy objective:

To strengtlen the legal framework for the protection of intellectual property rights in order to achieve and sustain a high standard of IP

protection.

Stra*gies:
Toachieve&eabove mentionedpolicy objective, the following strategies willbepursued:

a. Review and amend existingnational laws on IP to meetTRIPs requirements and emerginghends andbestpractices.

b. Develop comprehensivenational IP laws fornew and emerging areas.

c. Accedeto InternationalTreaties andAgreements, taking into consideration the best interestofGhana.

4.2. Strcngthen institutionalfrumeworkfor udministation anilmunagementofinlellectualproperty rights

Issue:

The IP situation analysis showed that currently the institutional framework for the administration and management of IP in Ghana is

inadequate. The industrial property and the copyright offrces are small units, which are understaffed, semi-automated and less resourced.

To achieve a high standard in intellectual property protection, it is expected that a high quality level for delivery ofservice will be put in

place. The delivery of such service cannot be done with the current IP infrastructure and itjs therefore important that a well-resourced

modern National IP office is established.

l
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Policy Objective:

To skengtheninstitutional ftameworkforthe administrationandmanagement of intellectualproperty rights'

Strategies:

To achievethe above mentionedpolicy objective, there wouldbe needto:

a, Establish aNational Intellectual Property Office'

b. Automatethe systems andprocedures forthe adminishation ofthe laws.

c. Consolidate examinationprocess by undertakingboth formal and substantive examinationin Ghana.

4,3. Promote creativity and innovation for enhanced IP generating activities in Ghana

issue:

Creativity and innovation is key to enhancing the competitiveness of Ghana's economy and has been repeatedly mentioned in several

policy documents. For example, the STI policy indicates that one of the forward movers of science and technology is the official

recognition that innovation has potential to benefit the society. Similarly, the objective of the Private Sector Development Strategy of

developing a tlliving private sector will require promoting innovative technology. Ghana Industrial Policy, which aims to increase

competitiveness and enhanced industrial production, highlights the overall low level ofscience, technology and innovation in industry

as a limiting factor to the sector's competitiveness. Finally the Ghana Cultural Policy requires the Govemment of Ghana to promote

creativity by identifying; developing and rewarding creative talent and making artistic products to contribute to wealth creation both for

creative individuals and the nation as a whole. Therefore, taking into consideration the current low level of creativity and innovation in

universities, research institutions, SMEs and the creative industry it is justifiable for Ghana to put in place policies and strategies to

promote creativity and innovation.

Policy Objective:

To promote creativity and innovation to enhance IP generating activities in Ghana.

Strategies:

To achieve the above mentionedpoiicyobjective, tle following strategies willbe pursued:

a. Creating an enabling environment to encourage or stimulate imovation and creativity in universities, polytechdcs, technical

andvocational institutions, researchorganizations, copyrightcreators, industryand SMEs.

b. Encouraging activities thatwill harness artistic, scientific, technological andirurovation capabilities ofchildren andthe youth.
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c' Promoting the use of intellectual property information for product and technology development by research institutions,
universities, polytechnics, technical and vocational institutions and sMEs.

d. Establishing a national cenhe for creative industries.

e. Establishing IPunits within relevantministries to facilitate the growth and promotion oflp.

4.4. Promote commercialization of intellectual property rights and technology kansfer

Issue:

Ghana needs to tap into creativity and innovation as a driver of economic development in the country. This can only happen if the current
lorvlevelofcommercializationoflPisaddressed^Thereis needtoputinplacesuitablepolicyincentivesandsupportinfrastructureaswell
as develop appropriate and special skills to drive commercialization ofIPRs and technology transfer in Ghana.

Policy Objective:

To promote and facilitate commercial exploitation of intellectualproperty rights and technology transfer.

Strategies:

To achieve the abovementionedpolicy objective, the followingstrategieswill bepursged:
a' Promote the development of infrastructure to support commercialization ofIPR in research institutions, universities, polyechnics

and technical and vocational institutions.

b. Establish an Industrial and Technological Information Unit at the National lp Office.
c. Establish Technology Innovation Support Centres (TISC).
d. Promote the activities of creative industries and SMEs

e' Promote the transfer of technology and knowledge inside and from outside Ghana for productivity improvement in enterprises.
agriculture and other specific sectors ofthe economy.

4.5. Strengthen legal and institutional framework for the enforcement of intellectual property rights in Ghana

Issue:

The situation analysis showed that there are gaps in the enforcement of intellectual property rights in Ghana. The weaknesses cover the
enforcement oflaws, institutions, personnel and coordination. There is therefore the need to strengthen these idenfified areas.

Policy Objectiue:

To strengthen the legal and institutional framework for the enforcement of intellectual property rights in Ghana

Strategies:

To.achi

I.!

I
I
i

the above mentionedpolicy objective, the followrng skategies w!$$&riursued;

;then legal ftamework for enforcement of Ip rights. *"ri..d$:i"'
a.

b. st institutional framework for enforcement

c.S resources capacity

d.-
StrengthenlP

oflPrights.
activities of IP rights enforcementbythepolice, customs and other agencies.

cases directly on behalf of the Attomey Geqeral.
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4.6 Promote intellectual property services industry in Ghana

Issae:

The intellectual property landscape typically has several players who offer services ranging from drafting ofIP applications, valuation,

auditing. marketing, licensing, product development, legal advice, etc. These players are essential for the development and functroning

ofanlPsystem.Thereistherefore needtodevelopthesecapacitiesandcapabilities.

Policy Objective:

To develop and strengthen IP Services Indushy.

Strategies:

The strategies to be adopted in achieving the above mentioned objective, wili seekto:

a. Facilitate the establishment of IP bus iness centers to offer an array of services in IP.

b. Formalize the practice ofIP professionals, establish trade associations and regulate the certification and practice ofIP professionals

and IP intermediaries.

c. Develop commercial intellectual property information services to meet the demands for intellectual property information.
d. Encourage the establishment of collective management organizations.

4.7' Develop'hpmtr rtrourte capacity for the adsinistratiort, protection, coruraercialization and enforcement of IP rights

Todevelopadeqtate hunran resource capacityinthe adminishation, protection, commercializartion and enforcement oflPrights.

Strategies:

Toachievethe above mentioned objective, capacitybuildingprograrns forlPprofessionals will have tobe developed and strengthened to
coverthe following;

a. Examiners and IPAttorneys required for the processing of IP registrations in National IP offrces.

b. IP Drafters required to prepare IP applications for inventors (universities, research institutions, industry SMEs and

individuals).

c. IP Professionals required to support

d. IP enforcement officers: Judiciary customs andpolice.

e. Promote IP Education at all levels of the educationa (formal, non-formal and informal).

!
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4.8. Create public awareness on [P issues for the general public and identiliable groups

Issue:

The situation analysis showed that IP awareness is very low among researchers in universities and research organizations as weli as

business operators, policy makers, academia etc and even consumers. To realize the benefits of the IP system, creators of IP and potential

users ofIP rights should be made aware ofwhat the IP system offurs. An extensive lP awareness creation and outreach program should be

undertaken.

Policy Objective:

To create public awareness on IP issues for the general public and specific groups.

Strategies:

To achieve the above mentionedpolicy objective, there wouldbe need to:

a. Design and implement an intellectual property awareness outreach strategy for the universities, research organizations, SMEs,

creators, general public and other relevant groups (government officials, opinion ieaders, public and civil servants, business

I eaders and taditional authorities).

b. Promote the culture of IPRs in Ghanaians'

c. Develop apublic service platform forbasic information on intellectual property.

4.9 Promote Intellectual Property Research

Issue:

The field of intellectual property is complex and a fast growing one. It is imperative that a mechanism is put in place to research on

emerging Ip issues and their implications on the socio-economic developmant of the country. The output of the research should infonn

policy initiatives andcountrypositions onIP issues at local, intemational and intergovernmentallevels.

Policy Objectivet

Topromote research on emerging IP issues to support evidence basedpolicyand decisionmakingprocess.

Strategies:

To achieve the above mentioned policy obj ective, there would be need to :

a. Encourage studies on emerging IP related issues for policy formulation and decision making

b. Facilitate the development of research capacities (including that of inter-sectoral committee members) for effective negotiations on

IPteaties,protocols etc. :,...

c. Setup IPmonitoring system to serve as early warning system to prioritlze the economy on emerging IP issues.

l
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5.0 PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS

5.1 Introduction

To realize the strategic objectives and implement the policy prescription, some 34 Programs/projects have been

identif ied and agreed on. They will be implemented during the five year period (2016-202A). They are categorized

according to short term Programs (to be implemented within I year), medium term Programs (2-3 years) and long

term (4-5 years). The Programs/projects ale sunlmarized inthe tablebelow:

No PROGRAMSiPROJECTS Duration Remarks

OBJECTIVE l: Strengthen Legal Framework for the Pro ection of IP Rights

I A.mend laws on patents, industrial designs and geogaphicai indications Short On-going

2 )omplete review and amend laws on layout integrated circuit and unfai

:ompetition/trade secrets

Medium On going

3 Jomplete the development of new laws on plant variety protection

plant breeders rights), traditional knowiedge and genetic resources
Medium On going

4 A.ccede to UPOV, Arusha Protocol on Protection of Plant Varieties,

Swakopmund Protocol on Traditional Knowledge and Genetic

Resources and Singapore Treaty on Trademarks

Medium On-going

oBJECTIVE 2: Strengthen Legal Framework for the Admin
IP Rights

stration ant Management of

5 Establish and operationalise the National Intellectual Property Office Long On going

6 )omplete the automation of IP registration process Medium On-going

"t lstablish substantive examination of patent applications Long

8 )evelop and implement program to increase the number of applications

rnd grants ofIP rights to local inventors

Medium

9 Establish technology innovation support centers Medium On going

10 )omplete E-Library and digitalization project Short On-going

OBJECTIYE 3: Promote Creativity and Innovation

t1 lstablish funding for the development of IP by universities, research

nstitutions, industry and SMEs

Medium

t2 lstabiish a National Center for Creative Industnes Long

:.,;..,...;31 :,.,.,,',.,:,,, y,::;:i::.i:i*l:lilf
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OBJECTIYE 4: Commercial Exploitation of IP Rights and Technolcgy Transfer

t3 0stablish Industrial and Technological lnformation Unit at the National
[P office

Long

l4 )romote the establishment of Technology Transfer Offrces in
Jniversities and Research Institutions

Medium )n-going

15 )romote the development of IP Policies for Universities and Research

astitutions
Medium )n-going

t6 )evelop technology transfer policy Medium

OBJECTIVE 5: Strengthen Legal and Institutional Framework for the Enforcement of IP Rights

t1 itrengthen IP enforcement Short

18 )repare a handbook on IP enforcement rules Medium

19 Jndertake a study on coordination ofthe activities ofthe IP
:nforcement agencies

Medium

20 )evelop and implement a program to strengthen border measures Long

z1 Develop and implement a program to strengthen public and consumer

:ducation on IP enforcement

Long

OBJECTIVE 6: Promote Human Resource Development

a1LL )evelop a comprehensive IP Training and Education Program Long

OBJECTI\rE 7: Strengthen Public Awareness on IP issues

/.) )evelop and implement a comprehensive program for IP awareness

;reation and outreach
Long

OBJECTM 8: Promote IP Service Industry

24 Jromote collective management organizations Medium

25 )romote Associations of IP stakeholders Medium

26 )evelop and implement a progmm for regulation and certification of IP

lrofessionals

Medium

27 Jndertake a study on the contribution of the copyright industry to the

)conomy

Medium

OBJf,CTIVE 9: Promote Research in IP related issues

28 Jndertake a Study on consolidation ofvarious enforcement agencies

md assessing the economic impact of IP enforcement in the country
Medium

',i.rr*.i:iarrii;a..,.,-. .,., .. j..,...::
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29 Jndertake a study on contribution of the plant variety protection on the

;eed industry in the agricultural sector

Medium

30 Jndertake a study on identification of geographical indications Medium

31 Jndertake a study on the impact of Madrid protocol on the economy Medium

32 tJndertake a study on the extent of IP awareness in Ghana Medium

JJ Undertake a study on how best to establish IP units in relevant

Government Ministries

Medium

34 Jndertake a study on unprotected research findings in the universities

md research institutions.

Medium

5.2 Strengthen legat framework for protection of intellectual properfy rights

5.2,1 Amend laws on patents, industrial d.esign and geographicul indications

The Government initiated the review ofpatents, industrial designs and geographical indications laws some seven years ago. This review

has been completed and the amendments to the said laws will be completed in the short time. Parallel to this, regulations for

implernenting these legislations will be developed and completed'

5.2.2 Complete rcview of laws on layoat integrated circuit and anfair competition and trade secrcts

The Govemment will initiate thereview oflayout of integratedcircuitandtrade secret laws to take into considerationthe following:

a. Layout of Integrated Circuits and Topographies: To review law to fully incorporate requirements of Trade RelatedAspects of

Intellectual property Rights (TRIPS), Treaty on Intellectual Property in Respect of Integrated Circuits and intemational best

practices.

b. Unfair Competition and Trade Secrets: To review law in line with current developments and international best practices.

i
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5'2'i Complete the development of new laws on planl variety protection (plant breeders rights), tmditional knowledge and
genetic resoarces

In the medium term period, the Govemment will complete the development of new laws on plant breeders rights (plant varieties
protection), haditional knowledge and genetic resources.

5.2.4 Accede to uPo, Arusha, swakopmund protocols and singapore Treaty

In the medium and long term period, the Government will consider acceding and ratifying the following intemationai protocols and
agreements:

a' UPOV:Accedingto IIPOV will require the complefion ofthe development ofthe law forplantvarieties protection.
b' Arusha Protocol: Ghana has signed the Arusha Protocol on protection ofplant varieties and will ratifi7 the protocol to complete

the development ofthe law for theprotcction of plant varities.
c' Swakopmund prctocol; Ghana, being a member of ARIPO, and a signatory to the Swakopmun<l protocol on traditional

knowledge and genetic resources will ratify the protocol once the relevant laws are deveioped/updated.
d. SingaporeTreaty: Ghanawilidevelopandenactrelevantlegislationsinordertorati$r thesingaporeTreatyonTrademarks.

5.3. Instifutional framework for administration and management of intellectual property rights

5.3,1 Estahlish and operationalise the Nstional lnteilectuul properg alJice

Plans are at an advanced stage to establish a National Intellectual Property Office which will be in charge of industrial property rights,
copyright and plant varieties protection. It will be a semi-autonomous institution with its own Board and Director General. A
comprehensive implementation program for the establishing and operationalising the Nalionai Ip Office is already prepared. It has
considered the issues of the expanded functions of the offrce and the required financial, human and physical resources. The
implementation ofthis Program is ongoing andwill continue during the short, mediumand longtermperiod.

5,3.2 Complete the autornation of IP registration process

There is already some automation of the IP registration processes in Ghana. The Registrar General's Department uses Indusffial properf
Automation System (IPAS) of WIPO for trademarks. An automafion system for patents, utility models and designs is yet to be deployecl.
With the review of IP Iegislations currently being undertaken accompanying reguiations are being revised or developed where they do not
exrst. This will lead to new workflows and procedures. Similarly the Copyrigbf6ffice regisky was automated in August 2011, the

tq!:'{liirefore the program of automarion of the Ipregishationcoplight of{ice is in the process of data entry. It is yet to be fully a
procbs; will continue and be completed in the short to medium tenn.'',
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5.J.3 Estublish substantive examinationafpatent applications

cunentiy Ghana does only formal examination of patent applications and outsources substantive applications to wiPo andARIPO'

with the establishment of the national Ip office, it will be possible to stafi undertaking substantive examination of patent applications'

Therefore durng the pian period, the Government will develop and implement a program on substarfive examination of patent

applications.

5.3.4 Filing ofpatent applications by local inventors

Ghana has recognized the low level ofpatent applications and grants oflP rights to local inventors as a problem which must be

addressed. Aprogram willbe developed to ercourage the filing ofpatent applications from universities, research organizations, SMEs,

industries and individual inventors.

5.3.5 Technologt innovation support centres

patent documentation is a powerful tool that can be used to support R&D activities as well as product development by industries

including SMEs, The National Trade policy of 2006 stresses the need to promote the use of IP information including those in public

domain by industry agriculture, academia and research institutions. The Government will work with wIPo to develop and implement

a program for the establishrnent of Technology Innovation Support Centres (TISC) in Ghana in the medium term'

5.3.6 E-Library and digitalization

plans are in place to deploy e-library systems. An e-library is to be deployed at the industrial property office for use by stakeholders,

similarlyan e-library will also be deployed forthe iawfaculty ofthe University ofGhana'

with respect to musical works, currently there is no comprehensive data on Ghanaian musical works in a digital format' The Musicians

UnionofGhana(MUSIGA)hasinitiatedaprojectan e-libraryanddigializationproject.Thesuccessfulimplementationoftheproject

will form the basis for the manag€ment of rights of musicians. The data from the library will make it possible to establish a system for

tacking, monitoring, and billing to the benefits of all rights holders in the music indusfy in Ghana. These projects will be completed in

the shortterm.

{



5.4 CREATIVITY AND INNOVATION F'OR IP GENERATION ACTIVITIES

5.4.1 Establish a National Centre fu Creative Industries

To support the promotion of the creative indushies, the Government will develop and implement a progratn for the establishment of a

Centre for Creative Indushies. The centre will provide a platform for inventors and creators, linking themto funding agencies, local and

intemational markets and sensitize them on IP rights and inform them on new trends in IP. It will also coordinate re sources for creators,

construct a platform and formulatg strategies to develop, guide and strengthen the fulI exploitation of intellectual property rights for the

creative industries.

5.5 COMMERCIAL EXPLOITATION OF'INTELLECTUAL PRbPERTY RIGHTS AND TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER

5.5.1 Establish Industrial and Technological Infarmation Unit

An indushial and technological information unit would be established at the National IP Offrce to provide services to inventors and

creators. Specifically, the unit will package IP and other related information for inventors, investors and other stakeholders.

5.5,2 Promote the establishment of Technology Transfer Offices in Universilies und Resesrch Institutions

The presence of a Technology Transfer Office in a university or research institution is a clear indication of an organization that is serious

about IP management. The Technology Transfer Offrce will support IP management by offedng services such as IP disclosure, drafting,

filing and protection, maintenance and commercialization through licensing, spin off and start-ups. In some cases, TTOs also manage

consultancy services and promote collaboration between universities or research institutions and industries. The Government will design

and implement a strategy for the establishment of Technology Transfer Offices in public universities and research institutions iO the

medium to long term.

5.5.3 Establish IP Policies for (lniversities, Polytechnics, Technical, Vocstional Institutions und Research Inslitutions

Intellectual Property Policy is an important tool for promotion of the generation, protection and commercialization of rntellectual property

in universities and research organizations. IP Policy provides the required instrument, structure, framework and incentives. lt harmonizes

the conflicting interests ofvarious stakeholders involved in the process ofgeneration, protection and commercialization ofIP. An IP Policy

will provide clarification on issues of ownership of intellectual property rights, benefit sharing, privately funded projects, conflict of

interest and commitments as well as public interest, amongst other issues. It is therefore a strong indicator of the commihnent of a

government on the promotion, generation, protection and commercial exploitatron of intellectual property rights. lnstitutions will be

encouraged to develop their institutional IP policies. Government will desi implement a strategy for the promotion of the

institutions and research institutions in ttre medium
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5.5,4 Develop technology transfer policy

The quest for a high standard in Ip protection should bs an indicator that the IP system will guarantee strong IP protection. Ghana will

leverage on this and consciously use the IP system to acquire leading-edge technology through technology ffansfer to support

productivity improvement in enterprises and agriculture, acquisition ofleading-edge technology for specific sectors ofthe economy

and to ensure increased investment in intellectual property related activities. In doing this, Ghana will collaborate with those countries

that have benefited through technology ffansfer. The Government will ensure that technology transfer is accompanied with a clear

framework for capacify building. The Government will therefore prepare and implement a technology transfer policy that meets thc

immediate needs of Ghana but also takes care ofthe long term vision of Ghana ofbecoming an innovative and creative country'

5.6 Strengthen legal and institutional framework for enforcement of intellectual property rights

To shengthen IP enforcements, the Governmenthas considered the following:

b.

To facilirate the enforcement of IpRs the Government will prepare a Handbook in which all the IP enforcement laws will be

consolidated for ease ofreference by the IP enforcement agencies.

Whereas cunently the functions of enforcemeut are being undertaken by various state organizations and departments

including the Copyright office, the Registrar Generai's Department, the Customs Division of the Ghana Revenue Authority,

and the Ghana police Service. A study will be undertaken to provide more information on how best the activities of these

agencies could be coordinated in the future.

The Border measures as well as the special IP courts will be shengthened during the review ofthe IP laws.

The Government will strengthen the ouheach program. The public shall be made aware of the importance of IP enforcement

for the Ip system to function effrciently. Educational campaigns will be mounted at major entry and departure points' A

nation-wide consumer awareness campaign will be canied out to explain the negative health effects ofcounterfeit and pirated

products.

Under human resource development, anpowerment of enforcement offrcials through techaical and legal training in

international Ip protection standards, enforcement provisions, and dispute settlement mechanisms will be undertaken.

Custom officers will be trained in procedures to prevent counterfeit and pirated products from entering the channels of

commerce. Police offtcers will alsobc trained in IP enforcement issues.

c.

d,



A comprehensive monitoring and evaluation program of IP enforcement to monitror and evaluate the progress of implementation of tle IP

enforcement strategy.

5.7. Promote human resource development

During the plan period, a comprehensive lP Training and Education Progpm will be developed and implemented to produce the required

IP professionals required in various sectors. In formulahng IP Training and Education Program, hvo factors will be considered; namely, to

produce the required IP professional services providers and to impactbasic knowledge ofIP amongstpotential generators and users ofIP.

Toproducethe requiredlPprofessional serviceproviders, attentionwouldbe givento the following:

a. IP Generation - Technology Transfer Managers

b. IP Protection -IPAttorneys, Drafters andAgents

c. lPOffrces-lPExaminers

d. IP Commercialization - IP valuation, auditing, Iicensing, marketing and negotiations

e. IP Enforcement - IP enforcement officers;judges, lawyers,police andcustom offrcials

f. lPLechrersandteachers tosupportteachingoflP

To promote innovationand creativity, basicknowledge oflPwillbeprovided topotentiallP generatom and users.

5.8 Strengthen public awareness and outreach program on intellectual property rights

Research and Development (R&D) institutions in Ghana, mostly universities and autonomous institutions such as the Council fbr

Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), Centre for Scientific Research Into Plant Medicine (CSRPM), the Cocoa Research Institute of

Ghana (CRIG) are publicly owned. These institutions are engaged in original or innovative research as well as research to develop new

technologies. Intheiractivitiestheyalsoseektoadaptexistingtechnologiestoiocalconditions. Insomecases,researchworkoftenresults

in new technology, physical products and new processes. In other cases these result in improvements or adaptation ofexisting technology.

However, theseresults donottranslateinto intellectualpropertyrights, dueto lackof awarenessofhowto acquireIPRs.

The sifuation is not any better in industry, SMEs, the informal sector and within government agencies. Although most businesses have an

idea of the importance of IP rights, particularly trademarks and copyrights, the requirements for protection of a patent is largely unknown

within the business community. Equaliy striking is the lack of knowledge of the existence of patent information, particularly those in the

public domain that could be used fiee of charge. Due to lack of awareness, the business and public sectors have not taken advantage to

leverage on IP assets to gain competitive advantage.

Therefore acomprehensive IPawareness creation andoutreachprogramwillbe designtdandimplemented. Dueto theuniquerequirement

ofvarious sectors, a sectoral approach will be undertaken iargeting universities institutions, creators of the copyright works,
'lqdustry 

in general and SME and the informal sector in particular, students il and the general public. The program will be preceded

by htrudy to establish the actual ievel of IP awareness in each sector. program will also explore the viability of establishing IP

desk orhqal points in relevant miniskies.
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5.9 PROMOTE INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY SERVICES INDL]STRY

5.9.1 Collective msnagernent organizutions

Some owners of creative works may not have the capacity to pursue the legal and administrative enforcement of copyright, especiaily

given the increasingly worldwide use of literary, musical and performance rights. As a result, the establishment of collective

management organizations or societies is a growing trend in many countries. These societies can provide members the benefits of the

organization's administrative and legai expertise in, for example, collecting, managing, and disbursing royaities gained from

international use of member's work. Three collective management organizations have been established and given operating licences.

The Government will encourage the strengthening of the existing colleciive management organizations and the establishment of new

ones in the short to rnedium term.

5.9,2 Promoie Associatians of IP stakeholders

The linkage between a national IP system and stakeholders is critical if IP is to thrive in an economy. IP offrces must maintain a link

with academia, resealrh institutions, trade associations and IP professionals. In Ghana thc link between IP r:ffices and slaksholders

has been weak. For example, in the past, the Ghana lnventors and Intellectual Property Protection Association (GIIPPA) offered a

platform for meaningful interaction between the Registrar General's Depaffinent and stakeholders. The Association, which was

afiiliated to the Intemational Federation of Inventors'Associations, helped provide an important link between the Industrial Property

Office and the Ghana Association of Science Teachers, the Council for Scientific and Indusffial Research, tertiary institutions, IP

olyners, and IP attorneys among others. The gap created by the current inactivity of this association will need to be filled.'Iherefore

Covemmentwill encouragethe estabiishmentand strengtheningthe associations oflPprofessionals, inventors and creators.

5.9,3 Regulation and certifieation of IP professionals

Currently there is no system of registration of IP professionals in Ghana. There are no patent agents in Chana although some persons

with scientific or technological backgrounds mostly working for research institutions have been known to provide some advice on

preparation of patent application documents. Some law firms provide representation to companies and individuals seeking to register

or maintain their trademarks and designs. It is imperative to develop a system of accreditation, standatds setting and training for IP

practitioners.
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5.10 PROMOTE RESEARCH IN INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RELATED ISSUES

5,10.1 (Jnilertake research on the contrihution of the uestive industries to the economy

The creative industries can contribute signifrcantly to the economy of Ghana if given proper support. Ghana, like most other African

countries have a rich culhre. Furthermore, Ghana has developed anationai cultural policy to support the sector. Therefore, Ghanarequires

to have in place data that can be used to ssnsitize decision makers on the important role of creative industries to the economy. Few Latin

American countries have done such studies and are now having data on which to develop national strategies for the creative industries.

Ghanahasrecentlyinitiateddiscussionsaboutundertakingsuchstudies. Thesaidstudywillbeundertakenandcompletedduringthefirst

year ofthe plan period.

5,10.2 Unilertake a stutly on corusolidatian of various enforcement agencies and assessing the economic impact of IP
enforcement in the country

Cunently the functions of enforcement are being undertaken by various state orgaoizations and departments including the Copyright

Offrce, the Registrar General's Departnent, the Customs Division of the Ghana Revenue Authority, the Ghana Police Service. In the past,

issues ofcoordination ofthe functions ofthese enforcement agencies haye been raised in terms ofduplications and conflict ofroles.

Whereas some countries have chosen to establish one agency to handle all the fimctions of enforcement of IP rights, Chana has decided to

approach the issue cautiously. Instead, the Government plans that a study is rndertaken to explore how best coordination amongst the

various enforcement agencies could be realized and to make appropriate recommendations. The study will also eslablish the economic

importance oflPenforcement in the country.

5.10,3 (Jndertuke a sludy on the contribution ofthe plant varieties proteclion onthe seed industry in agricultural sector

The development of the legal framework for the protection of plant varieties in Ghana has been a slow process. A plant breeders rights

(plant varieties protection) bill was drafted inZAA2, was reviewed in 2010 and is currently before parliament. With the acceding to the

UPOV envisaged, the need to have data on the economic benefit of selected African counhies and other developrng countries that have

enacted plant varieties laws may be necessary. The Government will therefore undertake a study on the possible contribution of the plant

varieties protection aild tle seed industry to the economy ofthe country.

5.1 0,4 Undertake a stady on identitication ofgeographical indicutions

Chana is keen to promote the use of geographical indications and branding to enha.nce regional and intemationai trade. That is why

currently areview ofthe laws ongeographical indications is being undertaken. fu;i*tartingpoint, it is desirable for Ghanato establishthe
::i*:li::

potential of geographical indications in the corurtry It is therefore plannedthfi$'?istudy will be undertaken to map the GIs resources in the
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5,10.5 Undertake astudy on theimpactaf Madridprotocolon the eeonamy

Acceding to Madrid System for trademark normally require a lot of internal negotiation. In most countries, trademark attorneys

normally resist the move due to fears that they would lose out on business and that the economic benefit to the country is minimum.

Promr:ters of the Madrid System think otherwise. Ghana Acceded to the Madrid System in 2008. A stLrdy will be undertaken to

establish the impact of this move to the country in general and the trademark attomeys in particular.

5.10.6 Undertake a study on the extent of IP awareness in Ghana

Itis generally infenedthatlPawareness is low inGhanabutthere is no empirical evidence to supportthe degree ofIP awareness inthe

country. In implementing this national IP policy and strategy, it is imperative that a detailed study on the issue of IP awareness be

carried out. The study will focus on the extent ofIP awareness in specific sectors and the general public in Ghana.

5,10.7 Undertake a study on how best to estqhlish IP units in relevant Government Ministries

To sustain the visibility that IP will assume in the country with the implementation of this policy and strategy, it is expected that

certainminiskies and governmentagencieswill establish IPunits. As IPis averybroad area, thesepotential IPunitsifestablishedwill

have specific roles and functions to play in their various institutions. Their roles and functions will not be the same across board as

these institutions have different mandates. Therefore a study is to be undertaken and recommeldations made on how best these IP

units can be established and operatedeffectively,

5.10.8 Undertake a study on unprotected research tindings in the universities and researeh instkutions

The universities and research institutions undertake all manaer ofresearch which might have generated certain outputs. Most of these

research findings might have been stacked up on book shelves or archives in the various institutions as they have been used as part ofa

requirement of an academic work or for promotion from one grade to the other. These research findings might have components

which could have been protected under the IP laws and IPRs obtained for ttreir possible commercialization where feasible. It will be

instructive to have an understanding as to how mqch has been lost in commercial terms because these research results were not

protected. It is therefore being proposed that a study or research findings in the universities and the research institutions

in iast five years (20 1 I -20 I 5) be undertaken.
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6.0. IMPLEMENTATION T'RAMEWORK

1. InstitutionalFramework

To implement the National Intellectual Property Policy and Strategy will require several collaborators and hence a framework for the

effective implementation, coordination and monitoring of the policy and strategy. The proposed instirutional framework is indicate d in tle

figurebelow

MINISTRIES
Ministry of Environment .Science.
Technology and Innovation

Ministry of Information and Media
Relations

Ministry of Food and Agriculture

Ministry of Local Government and
Rural Development

Ministry of Tourism, Culture and
Creative Arts

Ministry of Finance

Ministry of Education

Ministry of Health

Ministry of Communications

Ministry of Energy and Peffoleurt

Ministry of Chieftaincy and
Traditional Affairs

Ministry of Interior

i

i

I
I

t*

OVERSIGHT MINISTRIES

Ministry of Justice and
Attorney General's

Department

STEERING COMMITEE
Represen tatives of Mi nistries,

NDPC, Public Sector Institutions,

Private Sector Associations, Trade

Associations and Civil Society

INTER.AGENCY COORDINATION GROUP

UMPLEMENTING AGENCIESI

Ministries, Govemment Agencies, Universities, Research

Institutes, Trade Associations
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The instihrtional framework is briefly discussed as follows:

Oversight Ministries - The Ministry of Justice andAttorney General's Department and the Ministry ofTrade and Industry

will have ministerial oversight responsibilities for the implementation of this policy and strategy. The two ministries are

currently irnplementing the IP reforms being carried out under the Swiss-Ghana Inteilectual Property Project. The two

ministries will liaise with other ministries as IP cuts across all sectors ofthe economy.

Ministries - In implementing the IP policy and strategy other ministries will be involved at varying degrees and hence the

relevant ministries have to be part of the institutionai framework of implementing the said policy and sfrategy. The said

ndnistries are: Ministry of Environment, Science, kchnology and lnnovation, Ministry of Information and Media

Relations, Ministry of Food andAgriculture, Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development, Minisfry ofTourism,

Culture and Creative Arts, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Chieftaincy and Traditional Afhirs,
Ministry ofEnergy and Petroleum, Ministry of Interior and Ministry ofCommunications.

The oversight ministries and these minishies will constitute an Inter-Ministenal Committee and will be co-chaired by the

Mini ster of Justi ce and Attorney General and th e Mini ster of Trade and lndustry.

Steering Committee * The Steering Committee will be made up of members of the current National IP Policy Committee.

They will have direct responsibility of overseeing to the implementation of the National IP Policy and Strategy. They will
also be responsible for deveioping and implementing a communication plan for the national IP policy and strategy

Proieet Management Unit - A project management unit with the requisite personnel will be an integral part of the

institutional framework as the implementation of the IP Policy and Strategy will involve a complex interactions of several

ministriesand agencies. The projectmanagementwill be themain coordinationunitforimplementation. Itwill be housed in
the Ministry ofTrade andlndush'y.

Imptenrcnting Agencies - These are Ministries, Govemment Agencies, Universities, Research Institutions and other

analogous institutions and trade associations which will implement the projects under the IP policy and strategy. fhey will
develop the necessary work plans for implementation and present them to the steering committee for approval. The

implementing agencies will report on their activities to the projectmanagement unit.

These institutions will constitute an Inter-Agency Coordination Group,

2. Coordination
The successful implementation of the National IP Policy and Shategy will hinge on effective coordination of its activities. As IP

touches on all aspects ofour lives, several ministries and agencies will be involved in implementing the projects, a few ofwhich have

experience in intellectual property issues. There is therefore the need to effectively coordinate the projects under this policy and

stategy to ensure that its strategic objectives are met in a timely and cost effective manner.
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The following entities will coordinate the activities ofthis policy and strategy;

i. Inter-MinisterialCoordinatingGroup

ii. SteeringComrnittee

iii. Projectmanagementunit

iv. Inter-AgencyCoordinationGroup

Inter-Ministerial Coordinating Croup:- This will be the highest body in the coordination process and wiil have ministerial ovelsight

responsibilities. It will be rnade up ofthe Ministry of Justice andAttomey General's Department and Ministry of Trade and industry rvho

will be the co-chair and other relevant minish ies. This gror-rp will give the needed political support to the National IP Policy and Strateg5z

and will engagc Cabinet on all issues related to the said policy and stmtegy. The group r.vill also be responsible for resource rnobilization

and allocation,

Steering Committee:-T'his is the committee thatwill engage tire Inter-Ministe rial coordination group. Itwill be made up of mernbers$,ho

currently fomr the National IP Policy Committee and a representative from the ploject managemgnt unit. As this comrnittee has direct

responsibility of overseeing to the communication and implementation of the National IP Policy and Strategy, il r,r,i1l follow up ori tl'rc

implementation schedules to ensure that the sei obj ective s are met.

Project Management Unitr This unit or sscretariat wiil carry out the active coordination of al1 activities being implemented r"rnder the IP

policy and slrategy. The leader of this unit wili be a rnember ofthe Steering Committec.

Inter-Agency Coordination Group:-This group rvill be formsd from the implementing agencies. Ali implernenting agencies will have a

focalperson orpersons. These persons wiil {brm the InterAgency Coordination Group. The focal persons and other officers so norninated

will develop the work plans and indicators for monitoring the projects the implementing agencies will be undertakmg. The monitoring and

evaluation r.vill be done at the implementing agency levet,

3, Communication

Communication will be key in the implementation of the iP Policy and Strategy. This policy and strategy should be widely disseminated.

The dissemination will invoivs a number of institufions and will take some time. The level of dissemination will include among others al1

institutions that are involved ai each level of coorrlination of this policy and strategy. Upon approval of the policy and strategy a

comprehensive communication shategy will be developed. The communication will cover ail stakeholders such as rninistries, gover:nment

agencies, educational institutions, research institutions, other stakehoiders and thepublic.

4. Resource Mobilization

The successful irnplementation of this policy and strategy wili require the utilization of a mix of resources in terms of financial and

technical assistance suppofi. It is imperative that these resources are mobilized with clear strategies in mind so as not to draw blanl<s. The

sources from which these resources can be mobilized could typically be categorized as follows:

Government of Ghana: - The Covernment of Ghana resorrces,

International Institufions:- These will be multilaterai agencies, inter-governmental and regional organizations, which may have either

specific or non-specific rrandates in the area ofIP assistance,

Bilatpral DonorAgencies:-National govemments andtheirrespectiv-gqltncies dealing with developmentcooperation
g1h91'*$ources such as non-govemmental organization or qug*i*ddi6nal government sources.

Below are i@-e indicalive sources of funding anfigplrnld{iiffisistance''\r- 
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Some Indicatiye Sources of Funding and Technical Assistance

lource of Interest

nternational lnstitutions

ilorld Intellectual Properfy Organizatior
wrPo)

JN specialized agency: Capacity development of
P in member states

nternational Union for the Protection of New
y'arieties of Plants (UPOV)

ntergovemm ental organization for the protection
rf new varieties ofplants

iood and Agriculhre Organization (FAO) JN specialized agency: IPRs with respect to plant
zarieties, animal breed, related technology and

;ermplasm

Morld Bank (WB) lreative Industries

Jnited Nations Industial Developmen

)rganization GTNIDO)

JN specialized agency: SME development, kade
:apacity building

World Trade Organization (WTO) JN agency: Trade related aspects ofintellectual
)roperfy

Bilateral Donors

lwitzedand: (Swiss State Secretariat fo:

iconomic Affairs (SECO))
Japacity Building

Ewopean Union 3eographical Indications, Creative lndustnes

llorway: ( Norwegian Copyright Developmen

A.ssociation (NORCODE)
lreative Industries

Sweden: (Swedish International Developmen'
A.gency (SIDA)

lapacity Building

Jnited States: United States Agency fo:
international Development (USAID)

)apacity Development

Jnited States: Depafiment of Commerce P enforcement

Jnited Kingdom: Department for Internationa
)evelopment (DFID)

)rivate sector development

Yatloral Governfi€nf

iovernment of Ghana Sourses \11 aspects of IP

)ther

\lliance for a Green Revolution in Africz
AGRA)

)lant varieties protection

t{okia P enforcement



5. Monitoring and Evaluation

Monitoring will be done so as to make decisions aimed at improving perfbnnance, achievement of intended objectives, ensuring

accountability to all parties involved in the implementation, to assess the use and delivery of resources in accordance with the

implementation plan and to monitor the timely achievement of the intended deliverables. This policy and strategy will be evaluated during

and after implementation to ensure that it produces the intended results'

Amonitoring and evaluation framervork for the policy and strategy will be designcd and applied. A logical framework rvill be de signed for

each of the policy objectives, this will indicate expected outputs, activities, monitoring and evaluation tasks, means of verification, time

frame and resource requirements.

The implementing agencies will submit repo(s on the progress of work at intervais to be determined by the Steering Committee and the

projectmanagementunit. The reports so generatetl f,irst goes to the Intlr-Agency Coordinating Group after which itwill be subraitted to the 
.l

project management unit. The project reports wiil be evaluated against the intlicators ofthe activities reported on to track the progress of

implementation ofthe projects. '.:

S UM MARY I M PLE MENTAT I O N FRAM E WO RK

Policy Objective and Strategy Tasks/Activities Implementing Agency Time Line

itrengthen legal framework for
rrotection of intellectual
,roperty rights in order to
lchieve and sustain a high
itandard of IP Protection

Review and amend existing laws
rn IP to meet TRIPs
requirements and emerging
:rends and best practices

3omplete amendment of Patents

{ct
VIOJAG, RGD September,20l6

Jomplete amendment of Indushial
Designs Act

\4OJAG, RGD September,2016

)omplete amendment of
ieographical lndications Act

\4OJAG, RGD September,2016

leview and amendment of Layout
rf Integrated Circuits Act

VIOJAG, RGD z}t6-2017

leview and amendment of
Jndisclosed Information and Trade
iecrets Act

\4OJAG, RGD 2016-201-t

Develop comprehensive
Yational IP laws on new and
:merging areas

Jomplete development of Bill on

llant Varieties Protection
\4OJAG, RGD April,2016

)evelop Bill on Traditional
(nowledge and Genetic Resources

I{OJAG, RGD 2A16-2418

E
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Policy Objective and Strategy Tasks/Activities lmplementing Agency ?ime Line

A,ccede to lnternational Treaties
and Agreements (International
Obligations)

A,ccede to UPOV Convention and
ati$ the Arusha Protocol

\4OJAG, RGD 2015-20t6

latify Swakopmund Protocol yIOJAG, RGD 2015-2016

latiS Singapore Treaty . \4OJAG, RGD 20t6-20t8

jiii*l:;i:ir::t ,"ill;
*,$,ir;li,:;-:.,':'ii.i
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Itrengthen institutional
lramework for Administration
rnd Management of intellectual
property rights

Establish a National Intellectual
Properfy Oflice

knplement a Program to establish
urd operationalise a National
tntellectual Property Offi ce

\4OJAG, RGD 201s-2017

 .utomate the systems and
rrocedures for administration
rf IP laws

)omplete automation of IP
'egistration process based on new
vorkfl ows and procedures

\4OJAG, RGD,CO 2015-2019

Jndertake suhstantive
rxamination of patent
rpplications

Develop and implement a Program
lor substantive examination of
ratent appiications

\4OJAG, RGD z|rc-2020

Encourage filing of patent
rpplications of local inventors

Develop and implement a Program
:o encourage the filing of patent

ryplications of local inventors

IGD,MOTI,AGI,ATAG, C S IR,UG,

dItralucc,GAEC,cRIG,NB S SI,
\4ESTI

20t6-2019

Establish Technology
lnnovation Support Centres

Develop and implement a Program
:o establish Technology
hformation Service Centres
TISC)

IGD,SIU_qI,CSIR, UG and Other
Jniversities and Research
nstitutions

2015-2at'7

i
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Policy Objective and Strategy Tasks/Activities Implementing Agency Time Line

trstablish an E-library and
ligitization project

linalize e-library and digitization
lroject

lco, 

nnusrcn,RGD,uc 20rc-2otg

'vriatLa:aa.?iF::vv::ilirr-a:l):i:,tti*::1':tj

Promote creativify and
.nnovatior to enhance IP
3enerating activities in Ghana

iecure funding for IP
levelopment by universities,
:esearch institulions, industry

md SMEs

Develop and implement Programs
.o access resources frorn various -

irnding agencies for iP
:reation/generation

VIOJAG,MOTI,MESTI,MOFA,
\,IOF

24rc-2020

)evelop and implement incentives
lrogram for IP generation

\4OJAG,MOTI,MESTI,MOFA,
VIOF

2A16-2020

trstablish National Centre For
lreative Industries

)evelop and implement a Prograrn
br the establishment of a National
lentre for Creative Industries

VIOJAG,RGD,MOTI,MOCTA,
lo

2016.2020

lreate an enabling environmen
o stimulate innoyation and
reativity

)evelop and implement projects

br SMEs
RGD,MOTI,NBSSI,ATAG,MESTI,
SRAT'IS

2016-2024

Develop and implement a Program
o strengthen collaboration betweer
rcademic institutions and industry
MSMEs) for IP generation

IGD,MESTI,MOTI,(NUqI"U CC,
JG,C SIR,MLGRD,NB S SI,GRATI S

24rc-2020
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Policy Objective and Strategy Tasks/Activities Implementing Agency

,...,I.:lI,:'??1i-1iir'- l{ l, i FT,*Li*{f,-4,ffi1,i,t. li- .F3t:4,{,;:;;t:::,

Promote and facilitate
:ommercial exploitation of
lntellectual property rights and
fechnology Transfer

Establish an Industrial and
f echnological Information Unit

lstablish an Industdal and
technological Information Unit at
he National IP offioe

\4OJAG,RGD,MOTI,MOF

0stablish Technology Transfer
Dffices in Universities and
Research Institutions

)esign and implement a program
br the establishment of
fechnology Transfer Offices in the
Jniversities and Research
hstitutions

\,IO JAG,RGD,MOTI,C SIR,
Jniversities
=#

)evelop IP Policies for
Universities, Researeh
lnstitutions, Technical and
trocational Institutions

)esign and implement a strategy
br the promotion of the
levelopment of IP policies in
lublic universities, research
nstitutions, Polytechnics,
lechnical and Vocational
nstitutions

IGD,MOTI,CSIR,UG,GRATIS
$JIJIILUCC,GAEC,CRIG,NB S S I,
\{EST, C SRPM,POLYTECHNIC S,

TECHNICALAND
YOCATIONAL INS ITITUTIONS

Promote the establishment of
nfrastructure to support
:ommercialization of IPRs

)esign and implement a program
lor establishing infrastructure for
:ommercialization

IGD,MOTI,CSI&UG,
C\g!I,UCC,GAEC,CRIG,NBSSI,
VIESTI, GRATIS,
]SRPM,POLYTECHNICS AND
/OCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

20t6-2019

2016-2019

2016-2019
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Policy Objective and Strategy Tasks/Activities Implementing Agency Tirne Line

Promote IP Education at all
evels ofthe educational system

.formal, non-formal and
nformal)

)esign and implement a

;omprehensive Program for IP
:ducation

VIOJAG,RGD,MOE 2Arc-2020

lreate publig awareness on IP
issues for the general public and
lpecific groups

Promote awareness in
ntellectual property

Develop and implement a sfrategy
on public awareness and outeach
Program on intellectual properfy
riShts

RGD,MOJAG,MOTI,MESTI,
MOCTA, Mol

20fi-2419

Develop and strengthen IP
iervices industry

itrengthen existing Collective
tdanagement Organizations and
)ncourage the establishment of nelr
)nes

lo 2016-2019

levive the Ghana Inventors and

nlellectual Property Protection
\ssociation (GIIPPA)

RGD,CSIR,MESTI,KNUST,UCC,
UG, GRATIS

2016-2018

Design and implement a Program
lor the regulation and certification
ofIP professionals and
intermediaries

TGD,CO 2016-2018

&



2017-2018ndertake a study to evaluate the

ion of creative industries
research on emerging

issues internallY and
to support evidenced

policy and decision

AG,RGD,COndertake a shldy on consolidation
various enforcement agencles

assessing the economic imPact

f IP enforcement in the countrY

2018-2019A,CSIR,RGD,UCC,EW$a study to evaluate the

ion ofthe plant varieties

ion on the seed indusuY in
agricultural sectot

2016-2017A,CSIR,RGD,MLGRDndefiake a studyto identi!
ia1 geographical indications

a study to evaluate the

of the Madrid Protocol to

a study on the extent of
awareness in specific sectors

public in general
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lolicy Objective and Stratery Tasks/Activities Implementing Agency Time Line

Jndertake a study and make
'ecommendations on how best IP
nits can be established in various
elevant ministries

rGD 2017

Jndertake a study on unprotlcted
esearch findings in universities
md research institutions during the
ast five years (2012-2016)

R.GD,XNUST,UCC,UG zon-201.9
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APPENDD( : INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS

This section provides some basic information on the forms of IP rights.

I

I

latent frademark industrial
)esigns

leographical
.ndications

.ayout-Designs
rflntegrated
lircuits

llant Breeders
Ughts @lant
r/arieties
lrotection)

Jopyrighl

ilhat is
rrotected

nventions (i.e.
rew technical
iolutions to
echnical
rroblems)

Registered
ligns, marks,
ogos
:epresenting

Ioods or
lervices from
#useby third
rarties

rorms, i.e, , the
:xterior
rppearance of
m object

iood produced
lrmanufactured,
:vooative of a
rgion

lxterior form of
opographies such
rs l Micro chips,
emiconductors,
ategrated circuits

$ew plant
rarieties that arr
rovel, distinct,
rniform anrl
ltable

-iterary aad
rtistic works
including
,omputef,
)rograms)

Iow does it
)ocome
rrotected

iranting of a
ratent

Registration legistration legistration tegistration legistration \utomatically at
he moment of
:reation


